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[Abstract] The two causes of poetry which Aristotle shows in his Poefics have been
interpreted in two different ways so far. One way is to interpret them as human nature for imitation
and pleasure from imitation (the B-interpretation), the other as human nature for imitation and
musical scale as well as rhythm (the E -interpretation). Although the B-interpretation has been
supported by a increasing number of scholars recently, this paper disagrees with them. If the
structure of the chapter 4 of the Poetics which includes both levels of genus and species concerning

the viewpoint of the research is rightly understood, the E -interpretation will be found correct.

[—T—FR] 77U 2512 (Aristotle), #F¥(Poetics), ##E (poetry), J5i[K(cause),
H #X(nature)
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