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Abstract
The purpose of this study is to clarify the activities of Aikokufujinkai, a Japanese
government-organized women’s association in colonial Korea, from the annexation of Korea in
1910 to the beginning of the Manchurian Incident in September 1931. Research into the Taiwan
branch of Aikokufujinkai points out that until 1916 the activities of Aikokufujinkai supported
the Japanese army in World War I and then they changed into enlightenment. However, the
situation in Korea was different from that in Taiwan in two aspects. First, they supported

involvement in World War I, the dispatch of troops to Siberia, using the army and the police to
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suppress the national independent movements; including the 3.1 independent movement, and

the border patrol agents close to northeast China and Russia. Secondly, their purpose was to

‘civilize’ Korean women in order to establish a “harmonized relationship between Japan and

Korea’ through social or relief activities. This study focused on the second aspect; specifically it

traced the initiation of fabric technology, relief of the poor, the setting up of kindergartens,

improvement of living, protection of pregnant women, and so on. The paper elucidates how

Aikokufujinkai approached Korean women to enlighten them and to allow them membership in

the organization.
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