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Academic Writing Education
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-With special reference to “Japanese writing II” course for freshmen
at Hokkaido Information University-
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Abstract

In a new era of diverse university students resulting from open admissions, academic writing
education for freshmen has become a crucial issue. This paper examines the content and teaching
methods applied in a first-year academic writing course “Japanese Writing II" in order to provide
appropriate support of the writing process to a diverse population of university students. An analysis
of teaching materials revealed the following results: (i) providing and bolstering appropriate feedback
opportunities in the academic writing process is of extreme importance, (ii) skills required for
academic writing should not be based primarily on textbook utilization, but rather developed through
a writing, editing and review process, summarized in a final report submitted by each student. The
fundamental goal of the study is to acquire suggestions to develop appropriate material and teaching
methodology through incorporating ideas and suggestions, based on an evaluation of the efficacy of
the program to date.
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